
The Winfield City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, May 13, 2026 in the Council Chambers located at 115 N 
Locust Street, Winfield, IA with mayor Willie Bender presiding.  Council persons present:  David Pieart, Scott Jennings, 
Matt Hernandez, Jennifer Lemke, & Brandy Smith.  Others present:  Angie Oepping, JR Herrick, Scott Roen, Michelle 
Thompson, Alexa Kongable, Melissa Pyke, Elizabeth Hernandez, Belinda Baumert, Beau Van Amerongen, and Heidi Zenk. 

 
Approval of Agenda-Agenda was approved by a motion of B. Smith, J. Lemke 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 

 
Approval of Consent Agenda - Bills & Minutes from April 8, 2025 Council Meeting & April 22, 2025 Special Session 
Council Meeting-Consent agenda approved along with additional bills presented by a motion of B. Smith, J. Lemke 2nd 
Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 

 
Departmental Reports-Departments provided electronic reports to the council.  In addition, J. Lemke informed the 
council that she has been working on the play area at the Commons and asked that trash containers be put out around 
the ballfields. 

 
Public Forum-Heidi Zenk introduced herself to the council and stated that she was running for Henry County Board of 
Supervisors.  Concerned citizens voiced that they did not want to see e-scooters taken away from kids; however, feel 
that safety is a concern and traffic laws need to be obeyed. 

 
Swimming Pool – Opening Day & Salaries for Seasonal Employees-Council approved opening day to be Friday May 29th 
and to increase each individual’s salary by $2 with starting pay for seasonal employees at $10 with cap of $14 per hour 
by a motion of J. Lemke, D. Pieart 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 
 
Library Renovations Update-Alexa Kongable provided the council with the following updates. Two bids were received 
and the library board chose to go with Multiservices R&M for the demo/remodeling work for $11, 900.16; two bids for 
painting and the board approved the bid from Jennifer Sloan for $2,100; electrical complete up to the point pre-demo; 
multipurpose room floor sanded; missing invoices from PQL lighting. Question on current trash & what do we do with it 
(JR stated they could take it to the dumpster at the city maintenance building); bill of sale & hold harmless agreements 
were provided to Alexa.  JR Herrick stated a 2nd bid was received for windows at $47,630 from Sorrell Glass out of 
Washington. Grant money from Washington Riverboat Casino was not awarded for the project.  A. Oepping will reach 
out to SEIRPC to see if any additional grants are available.  The council approved spending authority for the 5 library 
board members along with council member David Pieart to make purchases on behalf of the city for reimbursement for 
the library renovation project by a motion of J. Lemke, B. Smith 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried.  
 
E-Bikes & E-Scooters-S. Roen stated that he was bringing the topic to the table due to 5 or 6 kids who were riding e-
scooters almost getting hit.  He stated that currently, he could not find any ordinances for e-scooters in southeast Iowa. 
In addition, stated that some cities have the following -- age requirement of 16 years of age; Different class of e-scooter 
with age restrictions depending on the class of scooter.  S. Roen provided the following stat – in the last 3 years there 
has been a 1000% increase in ER visits involving e-scooters with the age range of 11-14 (??).  Mayor Bender & A. 
Oepping will work up an ordinance for the June meeting which will include the following – not allowed on Locust St 
(street or sidewalks) only cross; obey all traffic laws; tiered fines with $25 being the fine for the 1st offense.  Discussion 
also included adding e-bikes to the golf cart ordinance. 
 
Ordinance 365 – Amending Chapter 55 Animal Protection and Control (2nd Reading)-Ordinance approved by a motion 

of J. Lemke, S. Jennings 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried.  Third reading of the ordinance was waived by a motion of B. Smith, 

M. Hernandez 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 

Copier Quotes-Two different quotes received (Ricoh & Sharp Copier) from Access Systems.  Council approved the 

purchase of the Sharp BP-71C45 copier without the finishing and folding for $3,503.67 by a motion of S. Jennings, D. 

Pieart 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 

Council Chambers & Lobby Entrances Painting Quote-Quote received from Reichenbach Painting of $1,500.  Council 
would like to get a 2nd quote from Jennifer Sloan. 
 
Budget Customers – Removal from budget billing-A. Oepping informed the council that there is a budget customer with 
an extreme budget balance and another one (who no longer lives in town but still has gas services) with an extreme 



credit balance.  Both residents received a letter stating they were going to be removed from budget.  For the resident 
with a large credit; the credit will be used to pay monthly bills.  With the resident with a large credit; a payment plan 
option will be provided to the resident to be paid along with normal monthly bill. 
 
Examination Recommendations – FYE 2025-A. Oepping reviewed the examination recommendations with the council. 
 
RFP Annual Examination – FYE 2026 thru FYE 2030-Two RFP’s were received and council approved the RFP from Ted 
Wiegand, CPA for FY2026 thru FY2030 by a motion of D. Pieart, S. Jennings 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 
 
Full-Time Employees Salary (City Clerk, Public Works Director, Public Works Assistant, Police Chief)-Mayor Bender 
decided to table the topic of switching employees from hourly to salary to gather additional information.   
 
Resolution 24-2026 – Setting Salaries FYE 2026-Council approved setting A. Oepping’s salary at $30 per hour & then also 
subject to a 3% raise on July 1 by a motion of J. Lemke, S. Jennings 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 
 
Old Business-J. Lemke would like to find location(s) for bag boards.  They are $750 for a set and J. Lemke would like to 
know what the total cost with concrete would be to try to promote donations for the activity.  J. Lemke noted that the 
toilets in the women’s restroom at the commons need fixed; JR Herrick stated some concerns with the new mowing 
contract which included the timing of mowing at the Commons with ballgames and blowing grass into the pool deck 
area.  He has reached out to the mowing contractor and has had timely & good responses. A. Oepping noted that she 
had spoken with the auditor about contributing to fireworks for CCD.  He had recommended that any contribution be 
directly payable to Fireworks company.   
 
Mayors Comments-Mayor Bender congratulated the WMU boys golf team for winning at sectionals and stated they will 
move onto regionals in Oskaloosa.  Mayor Bender stated that the School Administrators of Iowa recognized how well the 
city and the school work together.  Thanks to everyone!! Mayor Bender informed the council that himself, JR Herrick, & 
A. Oepping met with EPA Water Division Director, a representative of Miller Meeks office, and Brittni & Cassie from 
SEIRPC earlier that day.  Spent time at the Water Plant talking about concerns and a possible project to utilize the $1M 
that was allocated through community project funding.  EPA will be sending more information to guide us through the 
next steps of the process.    
 
Adjournment-The meeting adjourned at 7:35pm by a motion of S. Jennings, M. Hernandez 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried.  
The next regular session meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 10th, 2026 at 5:00pm. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________    ______________________________________ 
Angie Oepping, City Clerk      Willie Bender, Mayor 


