
The Winfield City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, July 8, 2026 at 5pm in the Council Chambers 

located at 115 N. Locust Street, Winfield, IA with Mayor Willie Bender presiding.  Council persons present:  

Brandy Smith, Jennifer Lemke, Matt Hernandez, Scott Jennings, and David Pieart.  Others present:  Angie 

Oepping, JR Herrick, Scott Roen, Jeff Lauber, Josh Sparrow, Elizabeth Hernandez, Alexa Kongable, and Beau 

Van Amerongen. 

 

Approval of Agenda-Agenda was approved by a motion of J. Lemke, D. Pieart 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 

 

Approval of Consent Agenda – Bills & Minutes from June 10, 2026 regular session meeting-Consent 

agenda approved by a motion of J. Lemke, M. Hernandez 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 

 

Departmental Reports-Departments provided electronic reports to the council.  In addition, S. Roen talked 

with the council about part-time officer, Jacob Ford, utilizing his K-9 while working for the city.  He will 

further investigate the option.  The city would have to provide insurance on the dog.  

 

Public Forum-Jeff Lauber addressed the council in regards to being a food vendor at Crooked Creek Days.  He 

had a attended last year, and the committee had asked that all food vendors provide their state license as well as 

insurance prior to the event. Mr. Lauber stated that he would provide them at the city office.  Josh Sparrow, on 

behalf of the Winfield Fire Department, asked the council if they had any plans for the space that is currently 

utilized by the library once the library moves into its new location.  Mr. Sparrow stated that the fire department 

is interested in expanding their meeting space as well as possibly putting in a fitness area. 

 

Library Renovations Update-Alexa Kongable provided an update to the council stating that painting is not 

fully complete; however, carpet has been installed.  The library board asked about the spraying of the weeds in 

the back parking lot and fixing the flag pole out front of the building.  Public works will spray the weeds and fix 

the flag pole when they rent the lift for the pool canopies in September.  Alexa then questioned about caulking 

the windows as a temporary fix until windows are replaced.  The future library location will have activities 

there during Saturday and Sunday of Crooked Creek Days – quilt show, book sale, plant show, and flower 

show. 

 

Welcome Inn – Outdoor Service Area Liquor License (Crooked Creek Days)-Council approved the outdoor 

service area liquor license by a motion of B. Smith, J. Lemke 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 

 

Crooked Creek Days Update – Road Closures, Activities, Vendors, etc-J. Lemke stated that an event 

calendar will be available in the next week or so.  Council approved the requested road clousres by a motion of 

S. Jennings, B. Smith 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. J. Lemke will speak with JR on the timing of barricade 

placement. 

 

Dollar General – Alcohol & Tobacco License Updated Ownership Information-Update to ownership 

information for Dollar General’s Alcohol & Tobacco License was approved by a motion of J. Lemke, B. Smith 

2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried.  

 

Proclamation Recognizing Scouting America-Mayor Bender read the Proclamation aloud and J. Lemke 

approved to accept the Proclamation, S. Jennings 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 

 

Resolution 01-2027 – Appropriate Fund for FYE 2027-Resolution approved by a motion of B. Smith, S. 

Jennings 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried.  

 

Resolution 02-2027 – Setting Salaries FYE 2027-Resolution approved by a motion of S. Jennings, M. 

Hernandez 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 

 

Resolution 03-2027 – Transfer Funds FYE 2027-Resolution approved by a motion of B. Smith, D. Pieart 2nd 

Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 

 



Resolution 04-2027 – Health & Dental Insurance Renewal-Resolution approved by a motion of J. Lemke, B. 

Smith 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 

 

Ordinance 366 – Chapter 74 Electric Scooters-The first reading of the ordinance was approved by a motion 

of S. Jennings, M. Hernandez 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 

 

28E Agreement with Henry County Sheriff’s Department-Mayor Bender stated that him and Chief Roen 

met with Sheriff Rich McNamee in regards to a 28E agreement between the city and county.  Two sample 

agreements were provided - One 28E agreement includes backup services to the city department (no Charge) 

and vice versa for the city department to help out the county. Second agreement would provide coverage if city 

officers aren’t available at a negotiable cost.  Council approved signing the first agreement at no cost to the city 

by a motion of S. Jennings, M. Hernandez 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 Carried. 

 

Old Business-No Old business discussed. 

 

Mayors Comments-Mayor Bender informed the council that there was a teams meeting earlier that day that 

involved himself, Angie Oepping, JR Herrick, Brittni Rahmus with SEIRPC, and members of EPA and EPA 

RealWater TA.  The city was informed that they would qualify for assistance with RealWater TA; however, 

RealWater TA are at a standstill currently with contractor contract negotiations.  A concern was brought up in 

regards the timing of additional funding options for the city.  Initially, the city would have to provide a technical 

correction letter to the EPA to move the funding from the wastewater project to a drinking water project.  

Mayor Bender also stressed that with Crooked Creek Days right around the corner, it is a great way for 

community members to showcase the town by maintaining and cleaning up properties. 

 

Adjournment-The meeting adjourned at 6:29pm by a motion of J. Lemke, S. Jennings 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0 

Carried.  The next regular scheduled city council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 12th at 5:00pm. 

 

 

 

___________________________________    ___________________________________ 

Angie Oepping, City Clerk      Willie Bender, Mayor 

 


