
The Winfield City Council met in regular session on Monday, March 12, 2012 at 7 PM at City Hall, 115 N. Locust 

St. Winfield, Iowa with Mayor Chris Finnell presiding. Council persons present-David Good, Roger Sharp, Ryan 

Rees, Ryan Kinneberg, and Jan Walter.  Others present were-Angie Oepping, Jeff Dietrich, Laurie Hockenberry, 

Rick Rodgers, Sally Hayes, Bob Perrenoud, Lori Van Amerongen, George Buster, Delbert Bunnell, Sharon 

Jennings, and Alice Trees. 

Public Hearing on FYE-2013 Budget Estimate-By a motion of J. Walter, R. Kinneberg 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0, 

Absent-0 Carried. The public hearing opened at 7:02 PM. C. Finnell asked from the public if there was any 

questions about the proposed budget for FYE-2013. There was none. By a motion of R. Rees, R. Sharp 2nd Ayes-

5, Nays-0, Absent-0 Carried. The public hearing closed at 7:03 PM. 

Approval of Consent Agenda-Bills and Minutes from February 13, 2012 regular session meeting and Minutes 

from March 5, 2012 special session meeting-J. Walter made a change to the minutes from the February 13, 

2012 meeting and R. Kinneberg questioned a couple of bills. Approval by a motion of R. Kinneberg, R. Rees  2nd 

Ayes-5, Nays-0, Absent-0 Carried 

Departmental Reports 

Public Works-R. Rodgers reported that the street sweeper has returned and Davis Welding is working on some 

repairs.  He also reported that the water tower was inspected and that DNR inspected the Waste Water Plant 

and recommended a composite sampler be purchased.  R. Rodgers informed the council that he will be 

attending some training meetings this month. 

Library-L. Hockenberry reported computer usage was 192, active card holders were 672, and the book club will 

meet on April 3 to discuss “Black & Blue”.  L. Hockenberry reported that there has been high attendance during 

Wednesday movie day. 

Police-J. Dietrich reported calls for service and informed the council that nuisance letters were sent to three 

property owners and all have complied. 

Clerk-A. Oepping reported that she will be attending the SEICCA meeting, Gas Boot Camp, and IMFOA 

Conference. 

Public Forum- 

Several members of the library board of trustees were in attendance and provided some input on the 

appointment of the new library board member.  C. Finnell reported that this appointment would be on the 

next council meeting agenda. 

ICAP Insurance Renewal-Acceptance of ICAP Insurance Renewal @ a limit of $2,000,0000 by a motion of R. 

Kinneberg, R. Rees 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0, Absent-0 Carried 

Sidewalk Project Bid Letters-Change to the bid letter to accept a 2 year contract, with a 2-year option, 

providing that that program stays funded by a motion of R. Kinneberg, R. Rees 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0, Absent-0 

Carried 

Library Employee Handbook-C. Finnell reported that there are differences between the city handbook versus 

the library handbook in regards to holiday, sick, and vacation time and would like them to be combined into 

one since library personnel are city employees.  C. Finnell asked the council to review the city handbook and 

offer suggestions for revisions at the next meeting. 



Natel Communications Lease Agreement – City Attorney Provisions/Comments-Council reviewed the 

provisions/comments from the city attorney and a motion of $300 a month (but no less than $225), with the 

following locations receiving free services-waste water plant, gas substation, water plant, public works shop, 

city office, and library, and allowing the city attorney to implement the provisions/comments into the lease 

agreement with changing to a five year term with ability to terminate upon lease termination in regards to 

competitive service organizations by R. Kinneberg, R. Rees 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0, Absent-0 Carried 

Resolution 31-2012-Approve FYE-2013 Budget Estimate-By a motion of J. Walter, R. Sharp 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0, 

Absent-0 Carried 

Recruitment of Perspective Manufacturing Company-C. Finnell reported that he and members of the council 

will be meeting on March 20th with a company interested in moving to Iowa and would like to use city funds to 

provide dinner to them.  This was accepted by a motion of J. Walter, R. Sharp 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0, Absent-0 

Carried 

Property Acquisition – May go into Closed Session per Iowa Code IA Code 21.5(1)(j) To discuss the 

purchase of particular real estate only where premature disclosure could be reasonably expected to 

increase the price the governmental body would have to pay for that property.  The minutes and the tape 

recording of a session closed under this paragraph shall be available for public examination when the 

transaction discussed is completed.  Council did not go into closed session due to no updates from realtor 

on proposed offer.   

Mayors Comments-C. Finnell expressed his pleasure with the turnout of the Community Betterment Group 

meeting and feels they are headed in the right direction.  The next meeting is Monday, March 26th @ 7pm at 

the youth center. 

Old Business-C. Finnell reported that the Richard Douglas hearing was Monday, March 12th and that the 

petition on the house on Ash Street is still in the 60-day waiting period. 

Adjournment-By a motion of J. Walter, R. Rees 2nd Ayes-5, Nays-0, Absent-0 Carried. The meeting adjourned at 

8:24PM. The next regular session meeting will be on Monday, April 9th at 7 PM. 

 

 

_____________________________    __________________________ 
Angie Oepping, City Clerk     Chris Finnell, Mayor 


